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PRAISE FOR KINGS OF PASTRY

“The film builds in interest and intrigue as it goglong...You'll be surprised by how devastating the
collapse of a chocolate tower can be.” —Mike Halee New York Times

Critic’s Pick! “Alluring, irresistible...Everythinghese men make...looks so mouth-watering that no one
should dare watch this film on even a half-gngibmach.” — Kenneth Turahos Angeles Times

“As the helmers observe the mental, physical andtiemal toll the competition exacts on the contetsta
and their families, the film becomes gripping, e¥@nnon-foodies...As their calm camera glides oher t
chefs' almost-too-beautiful-to-eat creations, viesaghare their awe.” — Alissa Simarariety

“How sweet it is!...Call it the ultimate sugar hih VA Musetto,The New York Post

“Gripping” — Jay WestonThe Huffington Post

“Chris Hegedus and D.A. Pennebaker turn to thedsglevels of professional cookingKings of
Pastry,” a short work whose drama plays like a higher-stalegsion of popular cuisine-oriented reality
TV shows.” — John DeFord@he Hollywood Reporter

“A delectable new documentary...spellbinding dematgins of pastry-making brilliance, high drama and
even light moments of humor.” — Monica Efdne Chicago Tribune

“More substantial than any TV food show...the antidiat Gordon Ramsay.”
— Andrea GronvalChicago Reader

“This doc is a demonstration that the basics, wdmme by masters, can be very tasty.”
- Hank @a&rTime Out Chicago

“Chris Hegedus and D.A. Pennebaker engross vieiwexrpins-and-needles odyssey into mythical
kitchens, where master pastry chefs dare to remamimortality. The work crescendos to such epiels
that the viewer is not going to know how this thargds until the very, very end.”

— Matthew NestelBox Office Magazine

“Heartfelt, feel-good doc...delivers huge servinggofotionally wrenching drama and delicious
visuals...Chris Hegedus and D.A. Pennebaker areeatpghak with Kings of Pastry...Kings of Pastry and
its striving masters of the culinary universe pdeventertainment as rich as the desserts on di%play

— Doris Toumarkinezilm Journal International

“The perfect recipe for an engaging documentary.psanseful...Hegedus and Pennebaker tell the story
sweetly and capture the delicious spirit of thefelaad judges. This is a delectable little gourfeast of a
documentary.* Jennifer MerinAbout.com

“The tasty new serving of cinema verite...a highlyegtaining and engrossing never-before-seen peaek in
the exalted pastry portion of the Olympic-like quies French artisan excellence.” — G.A. Bentalive!

“Kings Of Pastry keeps its food fetish festivitigseerful...and washes everything down nicely
with a chaser of upbeat vintage jazz.” — PrairilévliNews Blaze

“Another winner from Hegedus and Pennebaker...a gleeimentary because it takes the viewer into a
secret world than remains closed to the publice-ghivate world of world-class food preparation.”
— Ron WilkinsonM & C



SYNOPSIS
Imagine a scene never before witnessed: Sixtearchigastry chefs gathered in Lyon for three intense
days of mixing, piping and sculpting everythingrfraelicate chocolates to six-foot sugar sculptures
hopes of being declared by President Nicolas Sgr&oe of the best. This is the prestigious Meikeur
Ouvriers de France competition (Best Craftsmerranée). The blue, white and red striped collar warmn
the jackets of the winners is more than the ultewatognition for every pastry chef — it is a dresamd an
obsession. The finalists, France’s culinary efitgk their reputations as well as sacrifice fanaihd
finances in pursuit of this lifelong distinction excellence. Similar to the Olympics, the three-dagtest
takes place every four years and it requires tfethefs not only have extraordinary skill and eerof

steel, but also a lot of luck.

Filmmakers D A Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus se@exddsive access to shoot this epic, never-before-
filmed test of France’s finest artisans. The fimlidws chef Jacquy Pfeiffer, co-founder of Chicago’
French Pastry School, as he journeys back to liidhctod home of Alsace to practice for the cont&sto
other finalists are profiled in the film -- chef e Lazard, who was competing for the second tinee (
dropped his sugar sculpture the first time), anef &hilippe Rigollot, from Maison Pic, France’s pnl
three-star restaurant owned by a woman. Duringjtheling final competition, chefs work under comsta
scrutiny by master judges and the critical palafesome of the world’s most renowned chefs evaltlae
elaborate pastries. Finally, these pastry maratisaiaeing the clock must hand carry all their doset
including their fragile sugar sculptures througéeaes of rooms to a final buffet area without sratg
them. The film captures the high-stakes drama@ttimpetition — passion, sacrifice, disappointmaind,
joy — in the quest to become one of the KINGS OFSPRY.



DIRECTORS STATEMENT

People often ask why we would make a film aboutem&h pastry competition but as soon as we met chef
Jacquy Pfeiffer it became clear that the MeilldDterriers de France competition was not going tydie
average Top Chef cook off. These reality TV sheasmed like mere wind sprints compared to the
marathon three-day M.O.F. contest which he wasagrieg to enter. But winning is not all that thjze
contest represents. Becoming a M.O.F. (Best Cnafitsin France) is a lifelong dream for French artss

that can only come true by seeking excellence.

As Jacquy would say, “The M.O.Fnstabout doing the ‘best thgbu can dobut the ‘best thatan be

done” This degree of perfection in the pastry profeesiike most Olympic contests,

is achieved through passion, sacrifice, and extiinary skill -- and as we found out, for Jacquy #mel

other fifteen finalists, a lot of luck.

Our filmmaking has allowed us to witness many défe worlds through the eyes of interesting and
talented people many of whom have become frie@tef Jacquy Pfeiffer is among them. What we found
in the arcane creation of French pastry was a pelased on ancient kitchen physics. Once you have
learned the laws that apply perfection lies injtdieof properly carrying them out. Most Americaresdiy
recognize the names of classic French pastriesicarmns, dacquoise, brioche -- some of the exaquisit
treats that Jacquy perfects daily. But what wenditlexpect was that Jacquy was more than a bidker.
was an artist creating towering sugar sculpturean@usi style blown sugar figures, and large iatdc
Faberge eggs. Everyday we watched Jacquy pushlhimsard excellence and show students at his
Chicago based French Pastry School what the M ©al about.

Fifteen extraordinary finalists competed with JacgquLyon each pursuing their dream to wear the tri
color collar of a M.O.F and to enter this brothexti@f pastry elite. Many other renowned chefs thair
expertise as judges, tasters and helpers. Watthéngamaraderie between the chefs was inspiratomh
at times of crisis especially moving to witnesse @e extremely grateful to the M.O.F. organizafam

letting us be the first to film this fascinating meh

D A Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus



FILMMAKER BIOS

CHRIS HEGEDUS - Director, Camera, Editor

Chris Hegedus has been making films as a direcitoematographer, and editor for over 30 years,
recording some of the best-known personalitiesuoftimes. She received the 2001 DGA Award for
Outstanding Directorial Achievement fStartup.com With her husband and partner D A Pennebaker, she
directedThe War Room a behind-the-scenes look at Bill Clinton’s 1992gidential campaign that

received an Academy Award® nomination and won th&dwal Board of Review's D.W. Griffith Award

for Best Documentary. Hegedus has received thdégbdEagle CINE award and lifetime achievement
awards from several organizations, including ttterimtional Documentary Association. In 2006, she

theatrically releasedl Franken: God Spoke

Hegedus first collaborated with Pennebaker as edftbown Bloody Hall about the infamous 1971
debate on feminism moderated by Norman Mailer. s8gbent collaborations include the 1977 television
seriesThe Energy War DelLorean following auto entrepreneur John DelLoreBogckaby written by
Samuel Beckett for their project starring Billie iétaw; and the acclaimed 1998 featieon Over

Broadway which chronicled Carol Burnett's tumultuous retto Broadway theater.

Hegedus and Pennebaker have devoted much of thalive energies to short and feature-length films
about music. Before MTV, they filmed Randy Newngasong “Baltimore,” helping establish the music
video format. Their music documentary featuresuide Depeche Mode 1QDDown From the Mountain

a companion concert film to the Coen Broth&@sBrother, Where Art Thound the soul musical tribute
Only The Strong Survive Other music-related films includranford Marsalis: The Music Tells You
Open Hand chronicling Suzanne Vega’'s concert tour; the 1884esWoodstock DiaryandSearching
for Jimi Hendrix. Their HBO speciaklaine Stritch at Liberty won a 2004 Primetime Emmy™ Award
for Best Music, Comedy or Variety Show. Other reagredits includéssume the Positiomith Robert

Wubhl for HBO; and a segment for the highly regart{D specialAddiction.

Recently, Hegedus and Pennebaker have made a nofditical films for Sundance Channel. 2008's
The Return of the War Roorwhich met up with the original cast ©he War Roomto discuss the
changes in America’s political landscape over titerceding 15 year¥.ote for Changechronicled the
concert tour of Bruce Springsteen and others orgalby MoveOn.org. Also for Sundance, Hegedus

directedThe First Amendment Project: Fox vs. Franken

D A PENNEBAKER - Director/Editor/Camera & Sound



D A (Donn Alan) Pennebaker is widely regarded aes afithe pioneers of cinéma vérité flmmaking.he t
early sixties, Pennebaker and his colleague Richeagock developed one of the first fully portabmm
synchronized camera and sound recording systenishwdwvolutionized filmmaking and introduced the
immediate style of shooting so popular today. Réaker's many professional honors include the IFP’s

Gotham Award.

Pennebaker first film was the 1953 shdaybreak Express In 1959, he joined Drew Associates, which
produced for Time-Life the celebratddving Camera” series in the early 1960s. The subjects ranged
from Jane Fonda’s Broadway dehidne, to Kennedy’'s1960 Wisconsin Demaocratic primayimary, to

the desegregation of the University of Alaba@ssis.

In 1967, Pennebaker released the seminal clBssitt Look Back which followed Bob Dylan’s last
acoustic concert tour in England. He continueddpture the musical moment in subsequent films,
including the influentiaMonterey PopKeep On RockinandZiggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars
1970 broughCompany — The Original Cast Albupabout the recording of the Stephen Sondheim

musical’s cast album.

In 1976, Pennebaker began his collaboration witphrtner and future wife, Chris Hegedus, co-dingct
such acclaimed films as 1998%4oon Over Broadwaynd 1993’'sThe War Roomwhich received an
Academy Award® nomination and won the National Boai Review's D.W. Griffith Award for Best
Documentary. The team'’s early films include theéipart specialhe Energy War Town Bloody Hall
andDeLorean Their many films about the performing arts and papmusic includdRockaby Elliott
Carter at Buffalo, Depeche Mode 1Q1Searching For Jimi Hendrix Down From The Mountain Only
The Strong Surviveand the HBO specid&laine Stritch at Liberty winner of the 2004 Emmy Award™
for Best Music, Comedy or Variety Show. Other réagredits includé&/ote for Change for Sundance
Channel Assume the Positiowith Robert Wuhl for HBQ andThe Return of the War Roorfor
Sundance Channel. and a segment for the highlydedadBO speciaAddiction.

Pennebaker was executive producerStartup.comandAl Franken: God Spokeboth directed by
Hegedus.



(OTHE DOCUMENTARY BLOG

http://www.thedocumentaryblog.com/index.php/201(20%he-documentary-blogs-hot-docs-2010-recap/

KINGS OF PASTRY

Directed by Christ Hegedus and D.A. Pennebaker
France, Netherlands, USA, UK

Hot Docs Synopsis:

Eclairs, croquenbouches, and chocolate mousse midhste like heavenly French desserts, but for 16
top pastry chefs they are instruments of near tortee. France’s highest chef honour, the Meilleur
Ouvrier, is awarded once every four years and is evy patissier's dream. Hopefuls face three days of
back-breaking competition, creating round after round of fanciful, often gravity-defying confections
while a team of meticulous judges times, inspectand samples every morsel. In signature vérité style
renowned documentarians D.A. Pennebaker and Chris éhedus (The War Room) transcend the
pretense of so many reality cooking series to focam the skill of masters at their best. Irresistiby
engaging, Kings of Pastry captures not only the copetitors’ stunning artistry, but their equally
impressive dedication to a time-honoured craft. Bormppétit! — Myrocia Watamaniuk

If you're a fan of Ace of Cakes or any similar TlsGows, you might have an inkling of the kinds of
beautiful art that can be created with sugar aimgjim the hands of a master. Kings of Pastry gdes the
best of the best, the Meilleur Ouvrier de Francg,day competition held every four years wherergast
chefs compete to earn the ultimate title of rectigmiin their profession. Acclaimed documentari@sis
Hegedus (The War Room) and D.A. Pennebaker (Doak Back) follow a number of hopefuls as they
prepare in the months leading up to the competittomay not sound like particularly thrilling swujt
matter, but as we slowly come to understand thespaking amount of sacrifice and hard work thatsgoe
into their craft, the stakes become quite highlllitulminates with the competition itself, which i
incredibly tense and emotional. Four years of wankriding on delicate sculptures that can shatter
moment’s notice. The cinematography is a littlenblebut the artistic creations and the human drama
contained in this film are anything but. Sean
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