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LE GRAND ROLE

Synopsis

Maurice, Sami, Simon, Elie and Edouard are still unknown actors despite their late
thirties. But one day, Grinchenberg, the famous American director, comes to Paris
looking for the lead role in his Yiddish adaptation of the Merchant of Venice. Maurice

gets the part!

It is the major breakthrough he has been waiting for. He rushes home to proudly
announce the big news to his wife Perla. But Perla also has news for him: sheisvery
ill... Unfortunately, the part eventually goes to afamous American star. Maurice doesn’'t

have the heart to tell Perla...

With hisfriends help, he will go al the way to make hiswife believe that he still has the
part, and will end up playing the role of hislife to protect her...
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Le Grand Role

Director’s Statement

LE GRAND ROLE is my second feature film. After “L’Envol,” which | co-produced and
directed in 1999, | directed two shows for M6 in 2002 and a short film called “Elle Pleure
Pas.”

“Le Grand Role” is adapted from a novel by Daniel Goldenberg that touched me
enormously: the characters are sincere, very different from the heroes one is accustomed
to seeing on screen, and the intense feeling between Perla and Maurice is evident in their
love story. Their love is pure, true, without judgment, love just for lowe’s sake.

When we wrote the adaptation, we wanted the story to remain authentic. The costumes,
the sets, the dialogues, everything is believable, anchored in rea-life. It is rea when there
are care-free moments and laughter, but also a other times, harsher times, when
unexpected things happen. These characters never complain, they live life to the fullest.

That’s why the actors we chose are friends in life and are aso waiting, professionally, for
their Grand Role.

We prepared this film as one would a play, with rehearsals. Days were spent on the sets,
so that all the details would enrich the story.

The first part of the film is fast-paced and rhythmical, the dialogue is comedic. The

second part is more subtle, and gazes and silences tell a lot about the meaning of this
story.

Steve Suissa
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