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T —— “Rousing! A wide-ranging knockabout jamboree?
-Peter Rainer, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
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FthNGHE' “He was not just present at the creation of the Beat
Generation, he was also one of its midwives?
n m nf m -Daniel Gold, THE NEW YORK TIMES

“A pleasure?’ -alan Scherstuhl, VILLAGE VOICE

This incisive and entertaining portrait of American poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti explores
his vital role as catalyst for numerous literary careers and for the Beat movement itself.
Interviews with Ferlinghetti and others reveal a rich mélange of characters and events
that unfolded in postwar America, including the publication of Allen Ginsberg’s Howl,
William S. Burroughs’ Naked Lunch, and Jack Kerouac’s On the Road. In 1953 Ferling-
hetti opened City Lights Bookstore, which quickly evolved into an iconic institution
symbolizing social change and literary freedom. Six decades later, it is still going.
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