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“EXCELLENT...RECOMMENDED!
A SYMPATHETIC BUT PROBING ACCOUNT OF
THE RISE, FALL AND REBIRTH OF A MOVEMENT THAT
DEFINED THE EARLY CHARACTER OF THE FLEDGLING
STATE OF ISRAEL. FREILICH COMES TO HER SUBJECT
WITH A GENEROUS CURIOSITY AND A GIFT FOR
DIGGING BENEATH THE USUAL DEBATES.”

Set against the backdrop of the kibbutz movement’s glorious 100-year
ELLA TAYLOR. NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (NPR) history, Inventing Our Life reveals the heartbreak and hope of Israel’s
“8OTH ENTERTAINING “ AMBITIOUS, COMPLEX, communal living experiment as a new generation of women and men

confront an essential question: can a radically socialist institution survive
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JEWISH WEEK SPIRITUALITY AND PRACTICE MAGAZINE C e . 88 ]
In this “illuminating and entertaining” (Jewish Week) documentary,
“EXCELLENT!” director Toby Perl Freilich explores the modern history of Israel, from
THE FORMVARD. its revolutionary settlers to the political upheaval that shook the socialist

foundations of the state. With their desire to create a Jewish homeland
and build a more just society, the first settlers helped place kibbutzim in
the vanguard of Israeli history. In doing so, they became a magnet for all
those who shared one thing in common — a powerful urge to invent their

own life.
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