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“A giant in music.”
— Seiji Ozawa, Music Director, Boston Symphony Orchestra

“His influence on the musical community
is a gift that cannot be measured.
And he continues to inspire us”

— Itzhak Perlman, Violinist
Oscar-winning director Allan Miller gives us an 
intimate look at the musical life of Robert Mann, 
founding member and first violinist of the Juil-
liard String Quartet for 51 years and one of the 
most important and vital influences in chamber 
music in the 20th and 21st centuries. Rare footage 
of Juilliard String Quartet performances, Mann’s 
renown coaching, and interviews with many of 
classical music’s greatest performers document 
Mann’s remarkable career as a chamber musician, 
teacher, and composer.
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“A loving tribute to the famed photograph
that, according to Corbis, remains the

most valuable in the world.” 
- The Village Voice

“A stirring and inventive look into
the mystery and origin of ‘Lunch Atop

a Skyscraper.’ Delicious!” 
- New York Daily News

“Delightful and charming...much to enjoy!”
- The Hollywood Reporter
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New York City, 1932. The country is in the throes of the Great                                  
Depression. The huge influx of Italian, Irish, and Jewish immigrants has 
led to unprecedented urban expansion. A photograph, ‘Lunch atop a          
Skyscraper,’ is taken during the construction of 30 Rockefeller Plaza. In it, 
eleven workmen are taking their lunch break while casually perched along 
a steel girder – boots dangling 850 feet above the sidewalk, Central Park 
and the misty Manhattan skyline stretching out behind them.

For 80 years, the identity of the eleven men – and the photographer that 
immortalized them – remained a mystery. But finally, the photograph is 
beginning to give up some of its secrets.  Part homage and part detective 
story, Men at Lunch is the sublime tale of both an iconic American image, 
and the immigrant workers who built New York.


