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In Modern Life filmmaker Raymond Depardon casts an affectionate 
and irreverent eye on a small community of farmers as they confront 
the problems and challenges the contemporary world brings.

The Cévennes region in southern France is a land of hilly passes, lonely 
farms and lonelier farmers. There we are introduced to a variety of people 
whose lives are woven into the fabric of farming life—sustaining a way of 
life that celebrates the traditions and methods of old. Through portraits of 
these unforgettable souls, the film becomes a witness to farmers’ lives, 
values, and stories: all that binds them to the land, and its legacy.

“HHHHH!
A sensational achievement, 
sublime and timeless. Like 
Michael Apted in his ‘UP’ 
films, Depardon keeps
returning to the same
people, using his films

as a record of the
passing of the years.”

-THE TELEGRAPH (UK)

“Beautifully shot...a richly 
compassionate tribute to

its hardy subjects and their 
slowly vanishing way of life.”

-TOTAL FILM (UK)

“Wonderful...conveys
a profound truth.”

-THE GUARDIAN (UK)
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