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The first documentary to explore the American family photo album through 
the eyes of black photographers, Through a Lens Darkly probes the recesses 
of American history to discover images that have been suppressed, forgotten 
and lost. From slavery to the present, these extraordinary images unveil a 
world confronting the difficult edges of citizenship and what it means to be 
human.

Inspired by Deborah Willis’s book Reflections 
in Black and featuring works by Carrie Mae 
Weems, Lorna Simpson, Anthony Barboza, 
Hank Willis Thomas and many others, Through 
a Lens Darkly introduces the viewer to a com-
munity of storytellers who collectively trans-
form singular experiences into a journey of 
discovery – and a call to action.

SRP: $27.95
Catalog #: FRF 916387D
92 minutes, color, 2014

“One of the most important 
and necessary documentaries 

of the year.” -Indiewire

“Powerful...marvelous...
amazing archival footage.”

-This Week in NY

“Breathtaking...” -Los Angeles Times

“Entrancing...” -RogerEbert.com
 

“Enlightening...” -Brooklyn Magazine

“Extraordinary...a deep, rich dive into the
history of African American photography.”

-Time Magazine
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•	 IMAGE GALLERIES
•	ABOUT THE DIGITAL
	 DIASPORA ROADSHOW
•	ABOUT REFLECTIONS IN
	 BLACK by DEBORAH WILLIS
•	BIOGRAPHIES • RESOURCES

“A rich, moving documentary...
an expansive, fast-moving look at
the African American experience

since slavery, canvassing everything 
from the media savvy of figures like 
Frederick Douglass and Sojourner 

Truth to the ways that contemporary 
black identity has been corroded

by consumerism.” -LA Weekly
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