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From the filmmakers of DONT LOOK BACK and THE WAR ROOM 
comes a real-life legal thriller about one man’s lifelong quest to protect 
“nonhuman” animals.

UNLOCKING THE CAGE follows animal rights lawyer Steven Wise as he 
tries to break down the legal wall that separates animals from humans. 
Arguing that cognitively complex animals such as chimpanzees, whales, 
dolphins and elephants deserve to be treated as sentient, self-aware 
and autonomous beings, Steve and his legal team are making history 
by fighting to transform a chimpanzee from a “thing” with no rights to 
a “person” with limited legal protections. This riveting film captures a 
monumental shift in our culture as the public and judicial system show 
increasing receptiveness to Steve’s impassioned arguments.

DVD BONUS: Music Video: “Meant to be Free”
(original song by Steve Wise and Alex Forbes)

FROM LEGENDARY FILMMAKERS CHRIS HEGEDUS & DA PENNEBAKER
“COMPELLING AND HEROIC...THE FILM MADE ME PROUD TO BE A PRIMATE.”

-JON STEWART

“WITH LEGAL-THRILLER PACING AND
EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE, IT CHRONICLES 

ATTORNEY STEVEN WISE’S GUNG-HO EFFORT 
TO GET A U.S. COURT TO RECOGNIZE A

CHIMPANZEE AS A LEGAL PERSON.”
-LOS ANGELES TIMES

“FASCINATING LEGAL AND ETHICAL  ISSUES. 
AN EXEMPLARY PIECE OF

DOCUMENTARY STORYTELLING.”
-THE GUARDIAN

“AN EYE-OPENER.”
-ROLLING STONE

“PENNEBAKER AND HEGEDUS BRING THEIR 
RELAXED, ACUTE OBSERVATIONAL STYLE OF
FILMMAKING TO BEAR ON A THORNY TANGLE 
OF LEGAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS. 

OBSERVANT AND ABSORBING.”
-A.O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES


