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In Haiti, there is one band that has seen it all: Septentrional. For six        
decades this 20 piece band has been making passionate, beautiful     
music – a fusion of Cuban big band and Haitian voodoo beats – through 
dictatorships, natural disasters, coup d’états, and chaos.

When the Drum is Beating interweaves the extraordinary story of           
Septentrional with that of Haiti: from the brutality of French colonialism 
and the bloody revolution that brought Haitians their freedom, to the 
crushing foreign debt and the 15 year American occupation that ushered 
in the brutal dictatorship of François “Papa Doc” Duvalier. We see the 
hope that was created by Jean Bertrand Aristide. And we are there as 
Haiti endures an earthquake that kills almost 300,000 people and tears 

apart the social fabric of the country.

Through its sweeping narrative, infectious music and 
tension-filled encounters, the film allows the viewer to 
see, feel and hear the passion, commitment and joy of 
Septentrional’s musicians, and through them, the
unique Haitian spirit.

Bonus materials include
• Interview with Director Whitney Dow
• Creole Langauge Option • 5.1 Audio Option

SRP: $27.95  Canada: $29.95
Catalog #: FRF 915106D
84 minutes, color, 2011

In English & Creole w/English subtitles

• NatioNal PBS BroadcaSt oN aPril 12, 2012 •
• From the director oF the tWo toWNS oF JaSPer •

“infectious outpourings of harmony 
in this beautifully synched

wedding of music and history.”
-ronnie Scheib, VarietY

“a rhythmic meeting of music and 
history, ‘When the drum is Beating’

brilliantly interweaves the
stories of haiti and its most

celebrated band, Septentrional.”
-emily ackerman, tribeca Film Festival

“Gracefully composed, with
breathtaking performance footage.
reveals a citizenry with a robust 

and undying love of life far
stronger than any of the horrors 
that the country has endured.”

-Valerie Gladstone, the root


